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NOTES AND NEWS 

In the article entitled 'Lucretius and his Times' in the Edinburgh 
Review for January, the author approaches his subject as follows : " Not 
a few of those finer spirits have had it borne in upon them that they 
lived upon the brink of a new era, when the world, weary of ages of 
falsehood and wrong, will suddenly accept their message and society all 
at once be regenerated. But though Lucretius preaches his gospel with 
triumphant joy and faith, before him no such golden vista expands. He 
was possessed by the conviction that the end of the world was nigh at 
hand. It was one of the leading doctrines of Epicurean science that the 
world, like all organisms, was born and must have its period of growth, 
maturity and inevitable decay. To his boding mind the frequent earth- 
quakes in Italy and elsewhere and the increasing barrenness of his own 
country indicated that the world had reached its extreme old age and was 
exhausted, and must soon break up." 

Iamque adco fraeta est aetas effetaque tellus 
Vix animalia parva creat quae cuncta creavit 
Saecla dedique ferarum ingentia corpora partu. 
De Rerum Natura is, in the writer's opinion, ' a genuine record of human 
experience, as direct and sincere ' as the ' Pilgrim's Progress ' of Bunyan. 
In a time of moral chaos Lucretius found spiritual satisfaction in the 
conception of physical order. 

The article 'Plato and his Predecessors,' by P. C. S. Schiller, in the 
Quarterly Review for January, is interesting for a brief but telling appre- 
ciation of Protagoras. After commenting on the logical difficulties of 
Plato's ' Theory of Ideas,' Mr. Schiller exhibits his own well-known posi- 
tion in the following conclusion : " Even if by some strange chance he 
[Plato] had caught a glimpse of this way out he would have averted his 
eyes from the impious spectacle. The view that concepts are not unal- 
terable and are only relatively constant (like mere material things), being 
essentially tools slowly fashioned by a practical intelligence for the mas- 
tery of its experience, whose value and truth reside in their application 
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to the particular eases of their use, and not in their timeless validity nor 
in their supra-sensible otium cum dignitate in a transcendent realm of 
abstractions, would have seemed to him as paradoxical and monstrous and 
unsatisfying as it still does to his belated followers. . . . Quite recently, 
indeed, the banner of what may prove to be a final revolt has visibly been 
raised; but is it not still inscribed with the hallowed Hellenic watchwords 
of rv&dt asaorov and "Avdptonos [ilrpov ?" 

Nature for February 8 calls attention to two papers in the Journal 
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal (Vol. LXIII.) and summarizes them as 
follows : " Mr. J. E. Friend-Pereira has discovered totemism among the 
Khonds, where the wider totemic exogamy has been hidden by the nar- 
rower and probably newer rule of the ' local, communal, or family type.' 
The 'septs,' as the author terms the totem groups, have the ordinary 
totem taboos of feeding, use and marriage, and myths of origin. He be- 
lieves totemism ' serves to mark to a primitive people who possess no 
written characters to record kinship and descent as they begin to get 
more remote in time the distinction between separate stocks of blood. 
In other words, totemism is merely a guide for the observance of the 
rules of exogamy: it is not the cause that originated or evolved these 
rules.' He holds that the explanation of the origin of totemism must be 
sought for, not in its social, but in its religious aspect. Among the 
Khonds 'the totem ranks as the spirit of the ancestor founder of the 
stock, who is also the chief tutelary deity of the stock, and the totem 
class is considered as a manifestation of the chief tutelary deity.' Major 
P. R. T. Gurdon has a valuable short paper on the Khasis, Syntengs and 
allied tribes of Assam, among whom mother-right so predominates that 
males can own only self -acquired property. There are traces of totemism. 
Ancestors are worshipped by the erection of remarkable memorial stones, 
of which two illustrations are given; this form of worship largely under- 
lies the Khasi religious system. Divination by the breaking of eggs is 
very common. Major Gurdon is superintendent of ethnography in Assam, 
and is apparently preparing a monograph on the peoples under his charge 
which, judging from these notes, should be a valuable work." 

The first number of the Biologisches CentraXblatt for 1906 is devoted 
to evolutionary conceptions of development and embryology. In a paper 
by Mr. Henriksen it is argued that everything in nature tends toward its 
own type of equilibrium. The author undertakes to show that Weis- 
mann's theory of germ-plasm structure is unnecessary and, when worked 
out in detail, absurd. 

The Western Philosophical Association will hold its sixth annual 
meeting at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, on Friday and Satur- 
day, April 13 and 14, 1906, in conjunction with the meeting of the North- 
Central Section of the American Psychological Association. Five ses- 
sions will probably be held, of which one will be devoted to the annual 
presidential address, and one will be a joint session of the two associa- 
tions. It is planned to set apart one session for a general discussion of 
the topic, 'Recent Arguments for Realism — with Especial Reference to 
the Relations of Realism and Pragmatism.' Members intending to 
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present papers are asked to notify the secretary, Arthur 0. Lovejoy, 
Washington University, St. Louis, Mo., of their titles and the probable 
length of time required in delivery, not later than March 15. A detailed 
program will be issued to members about April 1. 

We take the following from the New York Evening Post: "A class 
exclusively for patients afflicted with mental disease has been organized 
in the dispensary of the Cornell University Medical College. This de- 
partment will be under the charge of Professor Adolf Meyer. Hitherto 
there has been no such class in the city, though there are many of the 
poor not sufficiently deranged to be committed to asylums^ who need more 
expert attention than can be given them at home. In addition to the 
philanthropic advantage, the new clinic will enable the student to observe 
in the early stages when mental disorders are most curable. On account 
of inexperience the average practitioner is likely to overlook these cases 
until they have passed the curable stage. Technically the clinic is known 
as the department of psychopathology." 

Professor William James and Dr. James H. Hyslop, vice-presidents 
of the American Branch of the Society for Psychical Research, have 
issued the following letter: "In the death of Dr. Richard Hodgson, the 
secretary of the American branch since its foundation, the society, as 
well as his personal friends, has suffered a great loss. The work of the 
branch, however, will be continued under the direction of its vice-presi- 
dents or those appointed by them for the purpose until a satisfactory and 
efficient permanent arrangement can be made. In the meantime it is 
important that past subscriptions to the society's work should be con- 
tinued, and new ones obtained if possible, as there is a mass of docu- 
mentary material collected by Dr. Hodgson whieh awaits the completed 
critical treatment he would have given it had he lived, and which should 
now be dealt with. And there are also certain new and important possi- 
bilities of investigation which have just come into sight." 

Those concerned with methods of pedagogy may be interested to know 
that the Cambridge University Press is publishing a series of short works 
on various subjects in pure mathematics and physics. The aim is to assist 
in maintaining a high standard in the English teaching of mathematics 
by presenting in a handy shape accounts of new methods and of recent 
mathematical research. The series bears the title of ' Cambridge Tracts 
in Mathematics and Mathematical Physics.' 

The National Educational Association will hold its forty-ninth annual 
convention at San Francisco, July 9 to 13. The department of superin- 
tendence met at Louisville, Ky., from February 27 to March 1. 

The first number of the Zeitschrift fur Aesthetih und allgemeine 
Kunstwissenschaft, edited by M. Dessoir, has been published by P. Euke, 
Stuttgart. 

At Harvard University it has been decided to organize as a separate 
department the work in education, hitherto included under the depart- 
ment of philosophy. 

Professor J. Mark Baldwin is to lecture on genetic logic at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago during the first half of the next summer quarter. 



